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Estonian Festival
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The Estonian Festival Orchestra’s Proms debut
delights with committed Grieg and Arvo Part, but
Sibelius is underpowered
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Paavo Jarvi’s seven-year-old Estonian Festival Orchestra
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In the year marking the centenary of Estonia’s
first independence from Russia, I was pleased
to discover one of the country’s national
monuments — Arvo Pirt — sitting across the
aisle at the Royal Albert Hall. Conservatively
dressed, with neat black shoes, the composer
was there for the performance of his
Symphony No 3 from 1971, a strange and
compelling transitional piece from the period
when he abandoned the serial straitjacket and
discovered the magic of thinner textures,
plainchant, stepwise motion and the

“tintinnabuli” style.

This was an excellent choice of home produce
for the Proms debut of Paavo Jarvi’s seven-
year-old Estonian Festival Orchestra. They
gave it a committed performance with each
element in its patchwork mosaic, from circling
strings through brass bursts to the tinkling of
a little bell, scrupulously sculpted, polished
and placed. On the platform at the end, Part
received a hero’s welcome with rapturous

applause.
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Everything changed for Grieg’s Piano
Concerto. After ascetic gestures and a welter
of notes came laconic expression and
emotional exuberance. Much of this was
stirred by the irrepressible Georgian pianist
Khatia Buniatishvili, who is a great one for the
mad rush and fortissimo bang. Luckily, she
proved equally good in filigree subtleties that
were whisperingly delivered. This skill was,
unfortunately, squandered in her indulgently

slow encore of Debussy’s Clair de lune.

The evening’s big mystery was the frequently
underpowered delivery of the Fifth Symphony
of Sibelius, a composer who is supposedly in
the bloodstream of all Nordic orchestras.
Where was the sense of momentum and
organic growth, and the drama of those
stabbing last chords? Mislaid at Heathrow,
apparently. Jarvi’s orchestra at least regained
personality for the lightweight encores,
especially in the sleek hesitations of Lepo
Sumera’s music for the Estonian animation

film The Spring Fly. 1 hope Pirt enjoyed it.

Classical music Europe Russia Music

Share f L 4 Save D¢

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5 Page 3 of 65


https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/classical-music
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/europe
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/russia
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/music
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=734957826605763&href=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5&redirect_uri=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5

Prom 42 review: Estonian Festival Orchestra/ Jarvi at the Royal Albert Hall | Times2 | The Times 21.09.18, 15:41

= I

This could be the Technology helps us
safest way tocarry  to solve the

your medical unsolvable
records SPONSORED
SPONSORED

Comments are subject to our community guidelines, which can be

viewed here.

A BACKTO TOP

GET IN TOUCH MORE FROM THE TIMES AND THE SUNDAY TIMES
Contact us Help The Times e-paper The Sunday Times Times Currency  The Sunday Times
e-paper Services Wine Club

The Times Editorial The Sunday Times

Complaints Editorial The Times Dating Times Print Gallery The Times Archive Times Crossword
Complaints Club

Place an Classified Sunday Times Times+ The Sunday Times Insider City Guides

announcement advertising Driving Rich List

We use cookies on our website to

ive you a better experience, . . .
givey P Cookie settings Accept cookies

improve performance, for

analytics, and to show you relevant
tailored adverts. Find out more
and control how cookies are used
by clicking Cookie settings. By
using this website you agree to the

use of cookies. Privacy and cookie

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5 Page 4 of 5


https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/f4024fbe-d989-11e6-9063-500e6740fc32
http://thetimes.co.uk/static/why-granting-nhs-patients-access-to-their-medical-records-is-a-legal-right/
http://thetimes.co.uk/static/babylon-health-founder-ali-parsa/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/contact-us/
http://help.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/the-times-editorial-complaints
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/the-sunday-times-editorial-complaints/
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/the-times/announcements
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/
https://newscommercial.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/corrections
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/corrections
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/papers.do
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/the_newspaper/papers.do
https://www.timescurrencyservices.co.uk/
https://www.sundaytimeswineclub.co.uk/
https://www.thetimesdating.co.uk/
https://times.newsprints.co.uk/?utm_source=the_times
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/archive/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/puzzleclub/crosswordclub/
https://www.driving.co.uk/
https://www.mytimesplus.co.uk/
https://features.thesundaytimes.co.uk/richlist/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/travel/
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/gooduniversityguide
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/parentpower
https://home.thetimes.co.uk/myNews
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/best-places-to-live-sunday-times-3qkwjnvrm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/best-places-to-stay-100-top-british-hotels-bg057mbp6#/
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thetimes-uk/
https://appointments.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/single/
http://www.newslicensing.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5#
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/html-sitemap/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/html-topic-sitemap/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/commissioning-terms/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

Prom 42 review: Estonian Festival Orchestra/ Jarvi at the Royal Albert Hall | Times2 | The Times 21.09.18, 15:41

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/prom-42-review-estonian-festival-orchestra-jaervi-at-the-royal-albert-hall-zjv6glvs5 Page 5 of 5


https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/

