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Complex and mysterious: Estonian Festival Orchestra's Prom is most compelling in the quiet (BBC/Chris Christodoulou)
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When, in the Eighties, Estonia sought freedom from the Soviet Union,

https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/arts/proms-2018-estonian-festi...rchestraj-rvi-review-baltic-pride-takes-centre-stage-a3910891.html Page 1 of 3


http://standard.co.uk/go/london
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/theatre/tickets
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/restaurants
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/bars
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/arts
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/theatre
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/film
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/music
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/attractions
https://www.standard.co.uk/author/nick-kimberley
https://www.bbc.co.uk/proms
https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/travel/how-to-spend-48-hours-in-tallinn-a3872101.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/about-commercial-content-a3279211.html
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=51.500909,-0.177366&z=13&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://developers.google.com/maps/documentation/javascript/error-messages?utm_source=maps_js&utm_medium=degraded&utm_campaign=billing#api-key-and-billing-errors
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london
https://www.standard.co.uk/
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/search
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

Proms 2018, Estonian Festival Orchestra/Jarvi review: Baltic pride takes centre stage | London Evening Standard

Oog e Map data ©2018 Google|

21.09.18, 15:57

music was integral to the struggle that became known as the Singing
Revolution. Now Estonian orchestras take pride in including something
Estonian in every concert.

For the Estonian Festival Orchestra’s Prom it was Arvo Pért’s Third
Symphony, premiered in 1972 by conductor Neeme Jérvi; here, his son
Paavo presided. The work marks a transition from anguished modernism to
the contemplative style that Pért calls “tintinnabuli”. In a precise
performance of a complex, mysterious piece, Jarvi and his players captured
the seething menace that repeatedly erupts alongside the threat of stasis.

To follow, flamboyant Khatia Buniatishvili was the soloist in Grieg’s Piano
Concerto. She showed she had the required muscle but was most
compelling in quiet passages. The performance of Sibelius’s Fifth Symphony
created a palpable sense of majestic structure growing from tiny cells.

The opening movement’s momentum gave way to the subtlety of the second
movement’s pizzicatos, then, as the music strove for its climax — an
evocation of flying swans followed by six of the mightiest chords in music —
Jarvi favoured restraint over hyperbole.
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